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I purchased Scholastic's True Book series of the Americas, Asia, Europe, Africa, Oceania, and

Antarctica for our mixed-age classroom's Montessori-inspired continent boxes. The reading level is

just right for stronger readers (~6-9), and the photographs are enjoyable even for pre-readers. The

choice to use photographs rather than cartoons was a strong factor in choosing this series over

others, since the Montessori method asks that we use real images of people, places, and things

whenever possible to encourage children to form meaningful connections to the world they live in. I

am especially pleased with the choice to put satellite images on the book covers. I had a difficult

time finding topographical maps to supplement our political maps and basic, color-coded Montessori

globe and map materials, so the opportunity to see the continents as they actually are has been a

revelation for my students.The text is informative and broad without being overwhelming, and it is

consistent with our anti-bias curriculum, being respectful of different cultures and peoples.

Everything is presented in a clear, organized way. The glossary and resources sections encourage

independent (and group) learning.My one, small complaint is that I would have preferred to buy this



book in hardcover/library binding rather than paperback, but with those copies in short supply it

would have been prohibitively expensive. I just couldn't justify spending $200+ on these slim

volumes.

Will be a grea addition to my classrooms geography section.

Love this series about Continents!
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